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•1 Thin ing on the Possibility 

f rmed Confrontation with th United States 

SU!Illllllry 

Contrary to the iiiPre.ssion conveyed by Soviet propaganda, 
sc~ does not appear to ~nticipate a near-tenM Military 

confron ation with the Un;ted States. With the 111ajor exception of 
the Middle East. there appears to be no region in which t.he 
Soviets are now apprehensive that action in support of cHen s 
could lead to Soviet-AJaer"ican anned collision. By playing up he 
war danger. • HoscO\If hopes o encourage rest stance to I F 

deplo,.ent in Western Europe, deepen cleavages with n he Atlant c 
an nee and increase publ c pressure in 

re cone 1 i a tory posture toward he USSR. 

Soviet polic)"'akers, however. al.ost certainly are very 
concerned that rends hey oresee in long-terw IJS 1 ary 
progr could n title erode the USSR's 1 t ry n of pa 
f fteen years heighten us poli cal and Mttaa•~ 
ncreas he chences of confront« on. 
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~bsto~. ~orPover, ;s probably genuinely c n'ernPd ~r 
&hout several developm nts that seea to h ve t a .ed 

• ~f r ference in bilateral rele tons and could 
l i~cre•~e ~e likelihood of host 1 1ts b w~en t e 

t ~ •nd the USSA or constrain opportun1t es for Sovi t 
gains e road. These 1n,\ude: 
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